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4th of July happenings
By Sandra Carr
Special Correspondent

Celebrate the red, white and blue 
around Central Florida during the 
Fourth of July. Fireworks will be light-
ing up the sky as folks commemorate 
our nation’s birthday. Find out which 
areas will be a blast during this year’s 
patriotic parties.

Universal Orlando Resort 
The Uni-

versal Orlando 
Resort’s guests 
can celebrate 
the nation’s 
a n n i v e r s a r y 
by watching 
Universal 360: 
A Cinesphere 
Spe c t ac u la r, 
which is a 
h i g h - t e c h 
lagoon show 
that features scenes from more than 
100 Universal Pictures films and 
fireworks at Universal Studios at 10 
p.m. The event is included with park 
admission.

Revelers can also partake in Uni-
versal CityWalk’s All-American Bar-
beque Celebration, which will include 
food, a live band and street performers 
from 5 to 9 p.m. 

For more information, visit www.
universalorlando.com.

SeaWorld Orlando
See a splash of light during Sea-

World Orlan-
do’s Fourth of 
July showcase. 
The festivities 
will include 
S e a W o r l d 
A f t e r D a r k , 
Shamu Rocks, 
Bayside Ski 
Jam and

fireworks, 
flames and 
fountains dur-

ing Mistify.
For more information, visit www.

seaworld.com.
Walt Disney World Resort
Encounter a star-spangled salute 

with Mickey and Minnie Mouse at the 
Walt Disney World Resort. Guests can 
enjoy watching colorful firework dis-
plays as they 
fill the night’s 
sky at 9 p.m. 
during Fan-
tasy in the Sky 
at the Magic 
Kingdom and 
a patriotic fire-
works display 
at Disney’s 
H o l l y w o o d 
Studios. 

For more 
information, visit www.disney.
go.com.

Lake Eola Park
Experience the City of Orlando’s 

free Fireworks at the Fountain this 
Fourth of July from 4 to 10 p.m. at Lake 
Eola Park. The event will include K92 
FM’s Colgate Country Showdown, 
classic rock by WHTQ 96.5 FM., the 
Orlando Concert Band, Orlando Mag-
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Electric mowers, of the 
plug-in or charged battery 

varieties, create no exhaust 
emissions and run much 
cleaner than their gas-powered 
counterparts. Page 3
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A Look Ahead
(week of June 30-July 6)

Avalon Park will hold its 4th 
of July Celebration from 5 

to 9 p.m. The Independence 
Day fete will include a hot dog 
eating contest, applie pie bake-
off, bike parade, live music by 
Hayfire and the Swampmaster’s 
Gator Show. Fireworks are at 9 
p.m. For more information, call 
(407) 658-6565.

July 4

Showcase your talents during 
Open Mic Knight, presented 

by CAB Comedy, on Monday, 
June 30 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Southside BBQ & Pizza in the 
UCF Ferrell Commons-Activi-
ties Center. For more informa-
tion on Open Mic Knight, call 
(407) 823-3294 or visit www.
cab.ucf.edu.

June 30

Orange County Parks & 
Recreation hosts Resi-

dents’ Day at the Blanchard 
Park YMCA on Sundays from 
noon to 5 p.m. All facilities will 
be available for use. The event 
is free to anyone with a picture 
ID and proof of Orange County 
residence. For more informa-
tion, call (407) 254-9030.

July 6

Hardy plant, which can last as long as 50 years, is biofuel source

Please See BIOFUEL, page 3
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University of Central Florida student Andrew “Drew” Elbin performs “El 
Camino Real,” by Alfred Reed during the National Community Band concert 
at Stetson University’s Elizabeth Hall on Sunday, June 22. The National Band 
Association’s biennial band was made of musicians from 10 states. 

Citrus growers eye jatropha

Please See INSIGHT, page 3Please See FOURTH, page 6

Jatropha curcas

By Erika Pitera
Special Correspondent

As the price of gasoline continues to 
climb, the scramble for alternative fuel 
sources, including biofuels, ensues. One 
such biofuel, produced from the seeds of 
a plant called Jatropha curcas, has caught 
the attention of farmers and proponents of 
alternative energy around the world.

Jatropha is a hardy perennial that can 
grow in arid, non-agricultural land. One 
plant can last as long as 50 years, and it 
produces seeds that contain as much as 40 
percent oil, which can then be crushed and 
processed to produce a biofuel.

Jatropha has become an attractive crop 
as the prices of other biofuel feedstock, 
such as soy, palm and canola, continue to 
rise. India, China and Brazil are the cur-
rent leaders in jatropha cultivation, but the 
crop may appeal to Florida citrus growers 
who struggle with diseased citrus crops 
and marginal land.

According to My Dream Fuel LLC, a 

company planting jatropha in La Belle, Fla., 
jatropha can be harvested after two years 
and does not compete with food crops. In 
addition, the residue left over after pro-
cessing the seeds is a nitrogen-rich organic 
fertilizer. 

Kyle Freund, communications co-

ordinator for Coffee Kids, a non-profit 
organization that helps “coffee-farming 
families improve the quality of their lives,” 
said he believes in the potential of biofuels, 
particularly jatropha.

Insight into
financial
stability
By Joe Van Leer
jvanleer@forumpubs.net

A member-owned organization, Insight Financial 
Credit Union can return profits to members with higher 
rates on deposits and lower rates on loans.

Insight Financial Credit Union operates like a financial 
institution providing auto loans, mortgage loans and online 
services.

There are 10 branches, including four in Orange County, 
two in Seminole County, three in Lake County and one in 
Brevard County, said president and CEO Lynn Owen III, 
who came on board about eight years ago. Anyone working 
or residing in those counties and in Marion and Sumter 
counties is eligible for membership.

There are about 175 employees in all of the branches.
“We’re one of the best kept secrets,’’ said Owen, adding 

that there are currently about 55,000 members.  
“You can open an account with $5 but we do encourage 

more than that,’’ Owen said with a smile.
“We don’t push products of the month because each 

member has different needs.’’
Owen, who began as a certified public accountant, said 

it is difficult to pinpoint demographics or describe typical 
members but they are all ages.  

With the troubling economy, one pressing concern is 
mortgages.

“It is sometimes in the best interests of clients to refi-
nance mortgages at lower rates that we can get them,’’ said 
Owen, 53, of Orlando. 

He is relieved that Insight has experienced only four 
foreclosures, two involving divorce and two from job losses, 
when foreclosures have become almost epidemic in the 
country. Owen said recovery from the current economic 
crisis could be slow.  

Some financial no-no’s?
“People taking on too much debt and not saving for that 

Guayule



Energy from Biomass Sources
Crop Yield {tons/

acre)
Energy Content

(drYl
Blofuel/Co-Products

Jatropha 16.2 9400 Btu Biodiesel
Guayule 20 9200-1 1000 Btu Electrical power

Corn 4.3 8100 Btu (kernels) Ethanol
Soybean 1.2 10230 Btu (bean) Biodiesel
Sugarcane 35.0 8532 Btu (bagasse) Ethanol
Canola 0.7 N/A Biodiesel

lData provided byYulex Corporation) - Btu stands for British thermal unit, a unit of en€rgy
rsed to measure the heat created by burning a material; Bagasse i! the biomass left over
after crushing sugarca ne to extract the juice.
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Biofuel
continued from page 1

"Looking at the options, I
don't think there will be a silver
bullet that will solve all of our
energy problems," Freund said.
"People have to utilize a variety
of options from biofuels and con-
ventional fuels to solar, wind and
geothermal energy."

Freund said that Coffee Kids
has helped fund a project in a
coffee-growing community in
Guatemala to plant jatropha and
castor beans on fallow land to use
for biofuel.

'According to the Global
Petroleum Club, it yields up to
202 gallons of biodiesel per acre
versus soybeans, which produce
only 48," Freund said. 'At this
point it is essentially a weed,
instead of a full-fledged crop,
so work will need to be done to
provide for consistent yields. But
it is extremely hardy and provides
a favorable yield.

"It seems as if everyone wants
to scale biofuel production up to
the level of petroleum, but that
won't be possible without taking
massive quantities of land out of

food production and destroying
ecologically sensitive areas."

Freund said he does not think
corn-based ethanol is the optimal
choice for alternative energy, as
"it takes almost more energy to
produce than ethanol itself pro-
duces,"

Orlando-based Xenerga, Inc.,
has also turned its attention to

building plants and establishing
turn-key biodiesel production
facilities, according to Partner
Coordinator lon Kunstman.
Xenerga recently opened a plant
in LaPorte,.Ind., and is building
three others in the U.S.

"We still believe that jatropha
and algae will be the most viable
sources of feedstock in the future."

Kunstman said.
Iatropha isn't the only crop

grabbing the attention of biofuel
supporters; a plant called guayule
(pronounced why-you-lee), na-
tive to the southwestern U.S. and
Mexico, is being used for biofuels
and its natural rubber latex.

Yulex Corporation is one such
company that is using guayule

to create medical and bio-bised'
industrial products, such As a
non-allergenic plant-based latex.

According to Betsy Brottlund,
a Yulex representative, guayule
has nearly 50 percent more energy
content in its biomass than,other
cellulosic feedstocks.

'As a perennial cultivated
crop, guayule offers the grower
an economically attractive alter-
native to, for example, cotton and
alfalfa," Brottlund said. "Guayule
can be harvested as soon as 18
months after planting and, there-
after, harvested on an annual
cycle, yielding an unrivaled 20
tons of biomass per acre.

"It's not a food source, so it
won'tdrive up foodprices and can
be established in marginal, arid
agricultural lands. Rain forests
are being cleared in the Amazon
for sugarcane and palm-oil plan-
tations while guayule is grown
here in the U.S."

Many people beliwe th4t jar
ropha and guayule have potential
as biofuels, but as with any al-
ternative fuel source, both crops
will require further research and
experimentation to determine if
they will one day compete with
petroleum.


